STAFF REPORT
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING OF JANUARY 13, 2015
To: Town Council
From: Town Manager
Subject: Town of Loomis Noise Ordinance and Complaint
Date: December 22, 2014

RECOMMENDATION:
Direct staff to continue to work with the Blue Goose and Homeowner to resolve the issue.

DISCUSSION:

At the December 9, 2014 Town Council meeting, a homeowner residing at 6013 Thornwood
Drive in Loomis spoke under public comment complaining of the noise generated at the Blue
Goose during music events. Specifically the “bass” was too loud during the events. At the end
of the Town Council meeting Councilmember Ucovich requested that staff return in January
with a presentation regarding the Town Noise Ordinance. Attached is a copy of the Town Noise
Ordinance.

On December 15, 2014, Town staff met with Pat Brechtel, who schedules the events held at the
Blue Goose. Mr. Brechtel indicated he would be meeting with an acoustic firm to see what
mitigation measures could be installed within the Blue Goose to mitigate the transfer of “bass”
sounds outside of the Blue Goose,

Town Staff contacted J.C. Brennan and Associates, a full service acoustical consulting firm located in
Auburn, to inquire about performing some monitoring of an event at the Blue Goose at the property line
of the residence in question. To comply with the Town’s Code, ambient noise level data prior to the
event would need to be collected. The firm would then have someone at the residence during an event
conducting measurements from about & pm to 10 pm. Then a comparison would be done to determine
if a violation of the Town Code is occurring during a music event at the Blue Goose. Town staff is also
requesting to borrow the sheriff department noise meter.

In the attached there is a copy of the Towns Noise Ordinance, comparison noise levels to common
noises and a map showing the location of the subject property who presented the complaint.



CEQA :
This discussion is exempt from CEQA.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
Monitoring of an event at the Blue Goose would cost $2,375. The purchase of a scund meter
with training would cost from $4,000 to $5,000.

Definitions:

dBA:

The A-weighted Decibel (dBA} is the most commaon unit used for measuring environmental sound levels.
It adjusts, or weights, the frequency components of sound to conform with the normal response of the
human ear at conversational levels. dBA is an international metric that is used for assessing
environmental noise exposure of all noise sources.

Ldn:

The Day-night Average Sound Level (Ldn) is the level of noise expressed (in decibels) as a 24-hour
average. Nighttime noise, between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. is weighted; that is, given an
additional 10 decibels to compensate for sleep interference and other disruptions caused by nighttime
noise.

Noise-sensitive Receptor:

A location where noise can interrupt on-going activities which can result in community annoyance,
especially in residential areas. Examples of noise-sensitive receptors include schools, libraries, hospitals,
residences, retirement communities and nursing homes.
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